
Once again our school community has been very 
generous with the support of our Book Fair.  We 
were able to put 30 more books into our library, 
through the funds of having two book fairs in one 
school year. Overall we have placed about 100 
books this year as a result of hosting Scholastic 
Book Fairs. As well we received a sizeable donation 

through Gift of Reading and currently the books acquired are being proc-
essed at the DSBN Library Services Branch in Niagara-on-the-Lake. We 
sent about 20 boxes and will have about 1100 books added to our library 
shelves. The students are looking forward to their arrival in Spring!  

Congratulations to Travis and Cassidy D. who won $25 in books for their 
family, during our recent Scholastic Book Fair. 
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Brought back by popular demand, the PIC will be hosting their second 
annual Pasta Dinner night. Please save Sunday, May 1st to join us for 
dinner. More information will follow after the April 18th PIC meeting. Your 
support to continue to raise money for the playground is appreciated.  
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PIC Dance-a -thon was a big success!  Over $1200 was raised and fun was had by all. Thank you 
Corey Mottley and Jordin Williamson for your help. Thanks also to Book Depot for their prize dona-
tions! Special Thanks to Chris Grover for co-ordinating this annual event. The students LOVED it!  
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We have spent a few months tackling the ice and snow mounds and that does not help any of us. 
The vehicles do not park easily and getting our children to and from the school to an awaiting vehicle 
is some days a big exhausting feat! Thank you to our visitors to the office that have offered sugges-
tions, asked for an additional handicap spot, maneuvered around the Canadian winter, persevered 
through the ice, helped others when anyone falls and reported these to the office. We have for-
warded all your words to the DSBN, and Spring is around the corner. The plant department is look-
ing in to the drainage around our property, the plowing of our site, have returned all our phone calls 
and allowed us to forward the concerns and suggestions to them. We are hoping for a few improve-
ments, and the arrival of Spring! Thank you Mrs. Thibodeau for your consistent care of the walk-
ways, the never-ending snowplowing and salting. It has been a long winter!   
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On January 26, 2011 Niagara Child and Youth Services (NCYS) officially changed its name to Path-
stone Mental Health. 

The new name represents “guidance along a pathway to improved mental health” and it is hoped 
that with the name change will come a reduction in some of the barriers and discrimination that are 
typically associated with mental illness (stigma). The change is in name only and the organization 
will still continue to be accessed through CONTACT Niagara (1�800�933�3617 or 905�684�3407). 
Visit their new website: www.pathstonementalhealth.ca for full details on the services that Pathstone 
Mental Health provides, and for direct links to other community agencies offering supports and inter-
vention to children and families in the Niagara Region. 
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Applewood continues to have visitors coming to our school to see what our stu-
dents are doing.  We are proud of the work that all our teachers are doing in all 
classrooms as they implement the use of technology including white board tech-
nology and clickers to enhance student learning and support teaching strategies.   

History Comes Alive:  

Inside Bryce Honsinger's Classroom  

                       was just released. 
                                   Go to TVO Parents scroll down left side to find this video. 

 

TVO Parents visited Premier's Teaching Award winner Bryce Honsinger and his grade 5/6 class at 
Applewood Public School in St. Catharines. Using primary source documents and technology like 
document cameras, laptops and iPads, Honsinger engages his students during history lessons.  

 

%�&�'�
�����%�&�'�
�����%�&�'�
�����%�&�'�
�����  

As a part of the PRO Grant; Parents Reaching Out Grant, a company called Way 2 Click visited our 
school and presented to 14 parents from the communities of Burleigh Hill Public School and Apple-
wood Public School. The gathering learned about internet safety; filters; keeping children technology 
safe; and  parenting children as young as 2 years old, accessing technology! Attending parents from 
our school thought it would be worthwhile to have Way 2 Click visit Applewood students and parents 
this spring. 

 

Did you know that having your GPS password protected is a best practice? Often we use our ad-
dress as HOME and then vandals breaking into vehicles, have access to personal information be-
fore we even realize the impact. As a follow-up, we would like to have this company visit our school 
again and present to our students. Once we have this presentation booked, of course, our parents 
are welcome to be a part of this presentation. Please come and be a part of this learning experi-
ence.  
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��  Let your kids read the mail: ads, brochures, sales, coupons, letters. 

��  Subscribe to the newspaper. Share and discuss articles, cartoons and columns. 

��  Bus, train, or plane trips are for reading too. Put a bag of books and comics on board. 

��  Notice life print around you – ads, signs, menus – and point out examples of word play. 

��  Kids love to collect things. Help them arrange and label each artifact they collect during their holiday. 

��  Ask your kids to write out the shopping list, address an envelope or help make a calendar of weekly activities. 

��  Sing songs with your kids. Share the lyrics. 

��  Have kids check the internet to answer questions that arise. 

��  Let kids plan for and read maps on an excursion. 

��  Exercise everyone’s mind doing crossword puzzles, word jumbles and word searches. 

��  Write a letter, short story or a song together. 

��  Question your child about the story you’re reading together �  What do you think happened next? 

��  Read all the descriptions on exhibits and displays on outings to the zoo, museums or galleries. 
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��  In the car, estimate how many kilometres or how much time it will take to get to your destination, estimate how many 
cars you will see in 5 minutes, or how many license plates it will take to see all the numbers from 0 to 100. 

��  Play Tic�Tac�Total by drawing a tic tac toe board and having each player print the numbers 1 to 10 off to the side. 
Players take turns crossing out one of the numbers and writing it in the board. The player who makes 15 first wins. 

��  Play Bizz Buzz as follows. Players generally sit in a circle. The player designated to go first says the number "1", and 
each player thenceforth counts one number in turn. However, any number divisible by three is replaced by the word bizz 
and any divisible by five by the word buzz. Numbers divisible by both become bizz buzz. You may change the numbers 
to counting by2’s and 10’s or divisible by 6 and 2 etc., for variations. Players may either be eliminated if they make a mis-
take or you may play co�operatively. 

��  Bake with your child. Have them work with you to halve or double a recipe. 

��  Play card games and board games. 

��  Build with blocks, found materials or a model kit. 
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Search through your family’s recycle bin for items to make an instrument. Join with your friends/family to create a band. 
Accompany your favourite songs. 

��  Texture Hunt. Arm yourself with pieces of scrap paper and crayons (with paper removed so you can use the ‘belly’ of 
the crayon). Place paper over various surfaces & rub over the paper firmly with a crayon. Experiment with different col-
our combinations. When you’ve collected a variety of rubbings, use them to create a collage by tearing them into shapes 
and gluing them onto a large sheet of paper. 

��  Use some recycled materials and your imagination to make puppets. Create a puppet show or write a story about your 
puppets. Check out this website for some ideas http://www.playscript�  and�song.com/easy�to�make�puppets.html 

��  Play games and learn about art at http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/kids/index_e.jsp 
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Our students are eager to attend meetings during lunchtimes in Mrs. Dumanski's room. 
Next they are creating activities that would be easy for families to do during the month of March and 
April. We are hoping to incorporate Earth Day and Energy saving activities in a bingo card format. 
Families will be able to choose activities and work towards a bingo. Draws for prizes will be done for 
participating households. We are working towards our Silver qualification as an ECO School. So far 
this year the ECO club has made home made paper from our shredded paper; audited energy use in 
our school; made announcements about energy use (shut off lights and computers when not in use); 
GOOS (sheets of paper that are good on one side) bins in all classrooms; updated their bulletin 
board with messages about conservation and recycling as an activity, and posters that help us put 
litter in the right place. We want Applewood to GO GREEN!   

Eco�Corner….by the DSBN Environmental Sustainability Committee 

Reducing/Eliminating Single Use Plastic Water Bottles 

Millions of single use plastic water bottles are purchased every day in North America….Where does 
that water and plastic come from? Where will that plastic go? Do some fact finding…here’s some 
facts and websites to get you started. 

Get involved at home, at school, or at work… 

‘Bottled Water Free Day’ on March 10 

(http://www.bottledwaterfreeday.ca ) 

World Water Day on March 22 

(http://www.worldwaterday.org/ ) 

Let the DSBN Environmental Sustainability 

Committee know about your school’s or family’s plan to reduce waste with plastic bottles by upload-
ing your 

idea to our website @ www.dsbn.org/esc/ 
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Contacts: Laura-Ann Morris / (905) 835-2896 or Laura_ann_morris@hotmail.com  
  Kate Brinkerhoff / The Fresh Air Fund / (900) 367-0003 ext. 8890 
 
YOU CAN BECOME A FRESH AIR FUND HOST! 

It doesn’t take much to be a host family for The Fresh Air Fund - just a little room in your heart and 
your home – but the experience creates friendships and memories that last a lifetime!  Since 1877, 
New York City children growing up in low-income neighborhoods have been able to experience sim-
ple summer pleasures in rural and suburban communities in 13 Northeastern states and Canada 
through The Fresh Air Fund’s Friendly Town program. “You see different colours and places.  I went 
to a farm…it was so much fun!” remarks seven-year-old Sidney from Queens.  
 
Last year, close to 5,000 New York City children experienced the thrill of summer pastimes like 
roasting marshmallows over a campfire and flying kites in backyards and open fields. The Fresh Air 
Fund is seeking more host families in the Niagara r egion to open their home to a New York 
City child for up two weeks this summer.    
 
Fresh Air host families can choose the gender and approximate age of their visitor. First-time Fresh 
Air children are between the ages of six and twelve.  Many families find their hosting experiences so 
rewarding that 65 percent of all children are re-invited to stay with the same host families year after 
year.  In 2011, The Fund will be celebrating its 135th summer of serving children! 
 
For more information on how you can share the simple joys of summer with a city child, please con-
tact Laura-Ann Morris at 905-835-2896 or Laura_ann_morris@hotmail.com or Eileen Lucas at elu-
cas@cogeco.ca. You can also call 800-367-0003 or visit The Fresh Air Fund’s website at 
www.freshair.org. 
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Better Emotional & Social Times  (ages: 6 – 11 years)  

This program provides explicit instruction in social skills, understanding and interpreting body lan-
guage and facial expressions. This program targets children who live with learning disabilities and 
students with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD); although an official diagnosis is not 
necessary. Through discussion, games, role playing and direct instruction in small groups, children 
learn how to interact successfully with others. We coach children how to fit in social situations with 
proper actions and reactions; touching a variety of topics. 

Date: April 13th - June 1st 
Time: 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Location: St Catharines 
 
** there is $50.00 membership fee for non-members 

 

�Social Teen Empowering Program to Succeed (Pre-teen : 12 – 14 years; Youth: 15 – 17 years)  
 

This program focuses on effective and relevant support and strategies that adolescents need in 
preparation for the next step in their academic life. Through group discussion, role playing and 
hands-on activities youth gain a deeper understanding of their disability and how to use this informa-
tion to enhance their own growth and success. 

Date: April 12th - May 31st  
Time: 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Location: St Catharines 

 
 

March Break Boost!  
 
Date: March 14th - March 18th 
Time: 9:00 - 4:00 (extended care available) 
Ages: 6 - 12 years 
Location: Welland Safety Village & St. Catharines Optimist Club 
Cost: $180 (members) $230 (non-members) 
**Please contact naomildan@cogeco.net or 905-641-1021 to register by Feb. 25th 
 
Looking for a program during march break to keep your children on their toes?  March Break Boost is 
the LDANR's March Break Day Program designed to support children with learning disabilities/ADHD 
(diagnosis not required) over the March Break.  Children will work on their literacy, numeracy and so-
cial skills for 50% of their day and have fun with recreational activities such as games and crafts 
(reinforcing their social skills) for the other 50% of their day.  A great way to keep your child on a rou-
tine and working on their academic skills while have loads of fun!�

S.T.E.P. 

 ** there is $50.00 membership fee for non-members 

B.E.S.T. 



 

Applewood staff and students take the time to create a variety of 
wacky hair designs. Have a look at these examples of crazy hair 
that arrived at our classrooms that day! WOW! What a great and 
funny day!  



 


